
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
BRIEFING NOTE 03/2016 

 
THE CEB’S RESPONSE TO THE NEEDS OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“If civilization is to survive, we must cultivate the science of human relationships - the ability of all peoples, 
of all kinds, to live together, in the same world at peace.” 
 

Franklin D. Roosevelt (32nd President of the United States of America) 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
 
 
Migration has become one of the most critical issues confronting Europe in the wake of the ongoing 
refugee crisis. In the past, Europe has experienced ordeals resulting from scores of both labour migrants 
and refugees. However, the current and unprecedented levels have made those challenges significantly 
harder to address.  
 
Migrant integration is not an easy undertaking in any country. It requires providing educational and 
labour inclusion assistance, adequate housing and promoting civic integration. Each policy separately is 
hard to achieve but becomes doubly so in the context of migrant integration – as a failure in one area 
may mean failure in others. 
 
The CEB’s origins as an institution dealing with European migration issues and its social mandate make 
it well positioned to assist European countries on the topic. The Bank funds projects that respond to the 
emergency situation that has arisen from the refugee crisis as well as for long-term projects attempting 
to achieve the social inclusion of migrants and other vulnerable peoples. 
 
This briefing note gives an overview of the current issue of migration in Europe which outlines the key 
obstacles to effective migrant integration, and the CEB’s past and current efforts to meet those 
challenges.  
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1. Overview of the needs of migrants and refugees  
 
Migration has become the most pressing concern in Europe as a result of the on-going and dire refugee 
crisis. Although migrants and refugees are classified as distinct groups due to their inherent 
characteristics – the former voluntarily choosing their status and the latter not – there are overlaps 
concerning the economic and social needs of both groups. Europe faces the unparalleled and complex 
multi-faceted implications that the surge in refugees and migrants creates. 
 
 

 
The different types of migration 

 
It is important to distinguish between the terms “asylum seeker”, “refugee” and “migrant”. The term 
“migrant” is a generic term for anyone moving to another country with the intention of staying for a 
certain period of time. The term “humanitarian migrant” refers to people who have successfully 
applied for asylum and have been granted some sort of protection – refugee or another status. In 
practice, only a minority of asylum seekers are granted refugee or some other form of humanitarian 
migrant status, while the rest have to leave the country. If not, they become “undocumented 
migrants”. An additional group emerges, known as “internally displaced persons” (IDPs), a term 
used to classify people who are fleeing conflict in their home country but have not left the said country. 
As a result, they are not legally classified as refugees, since they are still under the protection of their 
home country’s government (even when that government may have caused their displacement), 
making them highly vulnerable populations. 
 
 
 
 The Drivers for Migration in Europe 
 

A person’s choice to migrate to another country results from either economic or non-economic causes.  
 
People can be economically compelled to migrate to a foreign country because of demand-pull factors 
(labour recruitment or better wages abroad) or supply-push factors (unemployment/underemployment 
or low wages at home). Migration can also be incited because of a non-economic rationale such as 
joining family members who are already living abroad and moving because of natural disasters or 
climate change. At present, one of the chief non-economic reasons for a large portion of migration into 
Europe is war and persecution in a home country. 
 
Labour migration is currently still the most significant form of migration across Europe and the 
dominant pathway in Western and Southern Europe since the 1950s. The traditional role of labour 
migration has its roots in the post-Second World War era, when many workers from Europe and 
abroad, migrated within and to Europe to meet the domestic labour market needs. With the 
enlargement of the EU in 2004 and 2007, the intra-Europe labour migration has continued to grow. 
 
Since the 1970s Europe has increasingly become an important destination for refugees. Influxes of 
asylum seekers are not a new phenomenon in Europe (the mid-1970s to end of 1980s from Central 
and Eastern Europe; from Turkey in the 1980s; and from the former Yugoslavia in 1991-1995; as well 
as from numerous other regions around the world). However, the present number of refugees coming 
into Europe is unparalleled and presents immense economic, political, and societal challenges for the 
European community. 
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