
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Abstract: The integration of migrants in Europe 
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I .  Europe’s refugee crisis and the CEB’s immediate response 

The past months have been a dramatic period for Europe, faced with a massive influx of asylum seekers from 
conflict-ridden Syria, Eritrea and other parts of the world.  

When considering asylum applications from citizens of non-EU countries in the EU, a gradual increase in the 
number of applications is visible from 2006 to 2012, after which the number of asylum seekers can be seen 
to rise more sharply from 432,000 in 2013 to 627,000 in 2014 – the highest number of asylum applicants 
within the EU since the peak in 1992. The estimates for 2015 largely exceed these already high numbers, 
requiring immediate and longer-term responses, as foreseen under the new European Agenda on Migration, 
adopted in May 2015. 

Asylum applicants in the EU, 1998-2014  

Source: CEB graph based on Eurostat [migr_asyctz] and [migr_asyappctza], extracted on 29 July 2015. 

The increasing numbers of arrivals, with their trail of tragic human losses, have led to a humanitarian crisis not 
only for Southern and transit countries but also for the entire European continent. Immediate responses are 
needed from top political level down to hands on level, before long-term solutions can be found for the 
settlement and integration of refugees in accordance with European standards. Providing food, shelter and 
other basic services such as healthcare require swift funding and implementation. In addition, longer-term 
measures need to be put in place in order to benefit from the socio-economic aspects of migration and 
ensure social cohesion. As the study evidences, the Council of Europe Development Bank (CEB) is well 
positioned to assist its member countries with both emergency responses and longer-term migrant 
integration needs. 

 

The CEB’s immediate response to the refugee crisis – the new “Migrant and Refugee Fund” 

In addition to supporting its member states in achieving longer-term migrant integration, the CEB, in 
response to the unprecedented influx of refugees into Europe, created a new grant facility, the 
“Migrant and Refugee Fund“ (MRF), to finance transit and reception centres in affected countries.  

The CEB endowed the MRF with € 5 million in seed money, targeting additional grant contributions of 
€ 20 million from the Bank’s member countries and other donors. The MRF’s resources will assist CEB 
member states in setting up and operating reception and transit centres. Other types of projects which 
facilitate the integration of migrants and refugees will also be eligible.  

The CEB has started engaging with its member states to raise additional funds and identify projects.1 
The Bank will also be cooperating with organisations working to address the crisis, in particular the 
Council of Europe, the EU, the International Organization for Migration and other United Nations 
agencies. The CEB is also liaising with relevant non-governmental organisations and other financial 
institutions, such as the European Investment Bank (EIB) which is also a contributor to the Fund. 
1 As at mid-November 2015, additional contributions of € 9.1 million have been pledged, and projects totalling € 13 million in grants 

have been approved. 
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http://regionalhousingprogramme.org/


 



 




